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SUBJECT: OPIC FINANCE PROGRAMS IN MEXICO 

1 . PATRICIA COUNTS, MANAGER OF OPIC FINANCE PROGRAMS FOR 
LATIN AMERICA VISITED MEXICO CITY IN NOVEMBER TO ATTEND 
THE MID-YEAR MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN LATIN AMERICA. PRIOR TO THE TRIP 
JULIAN SANENZ HINOJOSA, MINISTER IN THE MEXICAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE POSSIBILITY OF MAKING 
OPIC DIRECT LOANS AVAILABLE IN MEXICO TO PROJECTS CONSONANT 
WITH MEXICAN DEVELOPMENTAL OBJECTIVES. HE SUGGESTED COUNTS 
MEET WITH NACIONAL FINANCIERA TO DISCUSS PROCEDURES AND 
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POSSIBILITIES FOR CO-OPERATION. BECAUSE U.S. EMBASSY'S 
MAIN CONTACT WITH NACIONAL FINANCIERA, PASCOE, WAS IN 
WASHINGTON DURING COUNTS VISIT EMBASSY WAS UNABLE TO 
ARRANGE A MEETING WITH APPROPRIATE NACIONAL FINANCIERA 
OFFICIALS. COUNTS DID NONETHELESS TALK WITH SEVERAL 
COMMERCIAL BANKERS AND U.S. CHAMBER MEMBERS WHO EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN OPIC FINANCE PROGRAMS. JOHN BRUTON OF THE 
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CHAMBER INQUIRED AS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF OPIC HOLDING A 
SEMINAR IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CHAMBER TO EXPLAIN ITS 
FINANCE PROGRAMS TO LOCAL BUSINESSMEN. 

2. BEFORE OPIC TAKES ANY STEPS TO ACTIVATE ITS LOAN 
PROGRAM IN MEXICO THEY WOULD LIKE TO BE ASSURED NO 
OBSTACLES EXIST TO MAKING DOLLAR LOANS TO PRIVATE SECTOR 
PROJECTS IN MEXICO. SAENZ WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT 
THERE WERE NO REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS BUT OPIC WOULD LIKE 
THIS VERIFIED AND ALSO WOULD LIKE AN INDICATION OF THE 
GOM'S RECEPTIVITY. 

3. WOULD EMBASSY PREFER TO MAKE INQUIRIES ON ITS OWN OR 
WOULD IT BE HELPFUL IF A HIGH LEVEL OPIC REPRESENTATIVE 
VISITED MEXICO CITY TO ASSIST IN EXPLAINING THE TERMS, 
CONDITIONS AND ADVANTAGES OF OPIC FINANCING? 
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